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frighten away readers young and old; and, if you
can have patience with the author, you Will, by
reading this series of books on the great pioneers
of British West Africa, Canada, Malaysia, West
Indies, South Africa, and Australasia, get a clear
idea of how the British Colonial Empire came to
be founded.

You will find that I have often tried to tell the
story in the words of the pioneers, but in these
quotations I have adopted the modern spelling,
not only in my transcript of the English original
or translation, but also in the place and tribal
names, so as not to puzzle or delay the reader.
Otherwise, if you were to look out some of the
geographical names of the old writers, you might
not be able to recognize them on the modern atlas.
The pronunciation of this modern geographical
spelling is very simple and clear: the vowels are
pronounced a = ah, e = eh, i = ee, 0 = 0, d = oh,
# = aw, 6 = u in 'hurt', and u = oo, as in Ger-
man, Italian, or most other European languages;
and the consonants as in English.
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